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n the wake of raids on the news portal NewsClick

and arrest of its Editor Prabir Purkayastha, 

journalist organisations and media outlets

addressed a joint letter to the Chief Justice of

India D. Y. Chandrachud urging his intervention.

A few days later Delhi ieutenant Governor Vinai

Kumar Saxena gave sanction for prosecution of the writer

Arundhati Roy, a very vocal critic of right wing politics

under theprovisions for hate speech in a 13 year old case.

The pattern is very clear. By now it has become very

clear to all that the government does not want any 

criticism from any quarter. They deliberately made it 

abundantly clear to all. Even then some voices persist.

The raids, arrests and sanction forprosecution are to give

a naked warning with an aim to create chilling effect. So

that others may behave.

The cases may not stand the scrutiny of justice system

and the perpetrators know it well. The laughable charges

cited in the FIR against NewsClick Editor are testimony to

it. But, the ‘difficult to believe’ FIR did not prevent the trial

court from sending the accused to jail. That is what the

government wants. The idea is to make the process the

punishment. And there are laws that make bail extremely

difficult.That is why the letter written by journalist bodies to

the Chief Justice gains significance. For sure, journalists

are not above law as any other body of professionals. But

if there is no accountability for State agencies and officers

for what they do to please their political masters 

journalists will end up in jail for being independent and

honest and theformer will go scot-free after abusing laws.

Not only that. Seizure of mobile phones and other

electronic gadgets by the agencies lays bare the 

personal life of victims and opens the danger of losing a

lifetime’s work. If the CJI intervenes it will mark the 

beginning of course correction. This is not an SOS from

journalists for themselves. This is a call to save

democracy.

I
Save Democracy
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rominent personalities

in Hyderabad includ-

ing former judges,

lawyers and human

rights activists threw

their weight behind

journalist fraternity

and decried the author-

itarian tendencies

being shown by the government in book-

ing journalists under draconian laws and

conducting raids on independent news

media organisations.  

they were speaking at a gathering of

journalists organised by the Indian

Journalists Union (IJU) and telangana

State Union of Working Journalists

(tUWJ) at Hyderabad on october 5 in

protest against the Delhi Police raids on

the houses of 47 journalists and office of

the news portal NewsClick and arrest of

its Editor Prabir Purakayastha. 

A well attended protest rally under the

leadership of IJU President K. Sreenivas

Reddy started at Desodharaka Bhavan,

the office of tUWJ and culminated at

Ambedkar Circle near tank Bund where

the leaders addressed the gathering. they

charged that the government was imple-

menting an undeclared emergency by

P

Justice K. Sudarshan Reddy, retired judge of Supreme Court addressing the gathering

Y. Narender Reddy

Secretary, IJU

Journalist Bodies and 
Civil Society Decry Oppression 
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resorting to oppressive measures

against civil society, media and jour-

nalists. 

Describing the raids by Delhi

police on the houses of journalists

writing or working for NewsClick

and the premises of the news portal

as vindictive they said the police did-

n't disclose the reason for search

operations and also for arrests. this

is nothing but autocratic, they said

and questioned why the Delhi Police

didn't register an FIR before arrests. 

breach of basic rights  

In his address to the gathering, for-

mer Supreme Court judge Justice K.

Sudershan Reddy said arresting the

accused without divulging the rea-

son is a clear violation of fundamen-

tal rights. While Indira gandhi had

to proclaim an internal Emergency in

1975 to deny rights to the people of

the country presently under Prime

Minister Narendra Modi no such

measures are required to implement

a more dictatorial rule by crushing

criticism and dissent in brutal ways,

he said.  

Prof. Haragopal, a renowned

human rights activist and writer

described the present situation where

severe repression of democratic

rights was going on unhindered as

very dangerous. Asserting that free-

dom is very vital for humans to

thrive, he said it's most unfortunate

that the government whose mandate

was to protect the freedom was

devouring it. 

K. Ramachndra Murthy, senior

Editor and K. Srinivas, Andhra Jyothi

Editor condemned the attacks by the

State on freedom of expression and

freedom of media and called on jour-

nalists to fight for the protection of

these rights as they are vital for sus-

tenance of the democracy.     

Earlier, a meeting of journalists

and other prominent leaders from

various walks of life was organised

at Desodharaka Bhavan. Com.

Sreenivas Reddy explained the

recent happenings like the raids on

NewsClick where the fundamental

rights, media rights and the rights of

independent journalists are system-

atically battered by the State to the

gathering. 

Many organisations including

Hyderabad Journalists Union (HUJ),

Hyderabad Press Club, Network of

Women in Media India, telangana

Photo Journalists Association and

telangana Small and Medium

Papers and Magazines Association

took part in the rally.

Justice Chandra Kumar, former

High Court Judge, Akunuri Murali,

former IAS officer, academicians PL

Visweswara Rao, Padmaja Shaw,

Khasim, Visalandhra Editor RV

Rama Rao, Siasat Editor Amir Ali

Khan, senior journalists Katta

Sekhar Reddy, Vikshanam Venu,

Pasam Yadagiri, thota

Bhavanarayana, Rehman, prominent

singer and writer Jayaraj, social

activists Rama Melkote, Sajaya,

Women and transgender JAC leader

Sandhya, oPDR leader Jaya

Vindhyala, NWMI leader Vanaja,

Human Rights Forum leader Jeevan

Kumar, tUWJ President Sekhar

Nagunuri and general Secretary

Virahat Ali, IJU Secretary Y.

Narender Reddy, IJU leaders MA

Majid, Kalluri Satyanarayana, D.

Krushna Reddy, HUJ President Siga

Shankar goud and Secretary

Shoukat, tUWJ leaders A. Rajesh,

B. Kiran, Mallaiah, M. Venkat

Reddy, telangana Small and

Medium Papers and Magazines

Association  President Yusuf Babu,

telangana Photo Journalists

Association President gangdhar and

Secretary Hari, Hyderabad Press

Club President Venugopal Naidu and

others participated in the rally.     

IJU and TUWJ rally in Hyderabad in protest 
against raids on NewsClick
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ndian Journalist Union (IJU) Vice

President g. Prabhakaran who passed

away recently was a self made person

and will be remembered for his out-

standing contribution to the issues of

environmental protection through his

reporting. Com. Prabhakaran was on

his way to thiruvananthapuram to

attend the State Committee meeting of

Kerala Journalist Union (KJU) on

october 7 when he met with the fatal

road accident in his hometown

Palakkad. He was 70 and is survived

by wife Vasanthi and two daughters

Nisha and Neethu Rani.

Last rites of Prabhkaran were per-

formed on october 9 at Palakkad.

Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

President K.Sreenivas Reddy and

telangana State Union of Working

Journalists (tUWJ) general Secretary

K. Virahath Ali attended the funeral.

Several prominent leaders including

Kerala State Power Minister

K.Krishnan Kutty, MP Srikandan, for-

mer Minister Ismail, CPI State leaders,

Chamunni, Ajayan, Suresh Raj, BJP

leader Krishna Das, Kairali tV

Director tR.Ajayan and NCP Leader

Ramaswamy and journalists and social

activists remembered him and paid

homage to Prabhakaran. KJU leaders

Surendran, Kavitha Bhama, Retish,

Suresh Babu, Nassar, Shabbir, Job

John, Sheeju Man, Rajitha paid last

respects. 

Born in to a leftist nationalist fami-

ly Prabhakaran had his primary school-

ing in Kerala. He studied Malayalam

and Sanskrit during his school days. He

took his BA, Economics degree from

Delhi University before doing MA,

Political Science in University of

Punjab and Post graduation in

Journalism in Delhi Bharatiya Vidya

Bhavan. 

During his college days

Prabhakaran was actively involved in

the All India Students' Federation

movement. Prabhakaran served the leg-

endary CPI parliamentarian Bhupesh

gupta as his Personal Secretary for

some years by attending to his parlia-

mentary work.

Prabhakaran's career in journalism

started with working for 'Youth Life' a

magazine published by the AISF from

I

A.K. Surendran

General Secretary
Kerala Journalists Union

Environment 
was his Love!
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Delhi. Later he joined the 'Patriot'

daily newspaper published by Aruna

Asaf Ali. He had been to Hungary on

a study assignment for some time. 

Later Prabhakaran Joined 'the

Hindu' as Staff Correspondent at

Palakkad and served it for more than

two decades. After retirement in

2013 he had been working for 'times

of India' as correspondent from

Palakkad. 

During his days at the Hindu,

Prabhakaran made his mark by

steadily  writing on environmental

issues. His news stories on

Nelliampathi deforestation,

Parambikulam elephant poaching,

Parambikulam Aliyar agreement

violations, Attappadi tribal area

issues, Coca-Cola strike at

Plachimada, Bharathapuzha envi-

ronmental issues created a lot of

buzz and were discussed at national

and international levels.  

A staunch unionist, Prabhakaran

was the founder Working President

of Kerala Journalists Union. He was

Member, Press Council of India for

one term. Recently Kerala Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan agreed in

principle to the setting up of a wel-

fare fund for local media workers as

a result of the endeavor of

Prabhakaran and Kerala Journalists

Union President U. Vikraman who

too passed away recently due to car-

diac arrest.

Prabhakaran received Best

Journalist award from the National

Institute of Management and

Bhumimitra award of the

Environment Conservation Society,

Biodiversity Award of Kerala State

Biodiversity Board and Ambedkar

Madhyama award. He published a

widely read book titled Silence of

the Lambs on the environmental and

developmental issues of Silent

Valley. 

IJU President K. Sreenivas Reddy and other union leaders with 
family members of Prabhakaran

t
he Indian Journalists

Union (IJU) has con-

demned the multiple

raids by Delhi Police at

premises connected to NewsClick

and journalists associated with the

news portal. In a statement issued

on 3rd october IJU President K.

Sreenivas Reddy and Secretary

general Balwinder Singh Jammu

described the raids as extremely

disturbing as the Police have

resorted to the coercive action

without any notice or warrant and

electronic gadgets belonging to

journalists have been seized.   

A Special Cell officials of Delhi

Police on 3rd october morning

conducted raids on at least 30

places including residences of sev-

eral journalists working or writing

for the news portal NewsClick.

they seized laptops and mobiles of

the journalists and some of them

have been detained. the police are

yet to officially disclose details of

any related case. Media reports

suggest that the raids relate to an

August 2023 case under the 

draconian UAPA.   

the IJU leaders took strong

objection to the raids as they seem

arbitrary and intimidating. they

said seizer of laptops and mobiles

of journalists is nothing but bla-

tant invasion of their privacy.

these raids and detentions are to

be treated as acts aimed as muz-

zling the media as the journalists

raided are prominent voices of

dissent against the government,

the IJU leaders said.  

IJU Condemns Raid on NewsClick



ssues concerning safe-

ty and protection of

journalists were dis-

cussed in detail and a

strong opinion that

journalists require a

special mechanism for

their safety came to the

fore in a national semi-

nar recently organised by the Indian

Journalists Union (IJU), a foremost

body of journalists boasting over

28,000 strong members present all

over India. the seminar was part of

activities taken up under the save

journalism call given by the IJU. the

seminar deliberated on the issues con-

fronting the media at all levels and

how to bring them into the ambit of

law in order to protect truth-seeking

journalists and censure fake and paid

news peddlers. on the table were two

important issues - the enactment of

the Media Protection Act and the con-

stitution of a Media Commission. 

In the nearly three-hour long

brainstorming session held in the

Press Club of India, Delhi, represen-

tatives of IJU from over a dozen

states and Uts looked at various

aspects confronting all tiers of the

media - print, electronic, and social

and find ways to protect genuine jour-

nalists from harassment, intimidation,

and violence while looking at their

financial welfare. the seminar was

addressed by two eminent personali-

ties from the field of law enforcement

I

october 20238

IJU Calls for Media
Commission and Law for
Protection of Journalists

Rakesh Khanna, Supreme Court senior advocate addressing the seminar

Manan Kumar

Delhi based 
Senior Journalist
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and justice delivery - Amod Kanth,

former DgP and founder of Prayas,

an Ngo working for children's

rights advocacy, and Rakesh

Khanna, senior Supreme Court

lawyer and former Additional

Solicitor general of India. 

taking a leaf out from his days as

a police officer and his present voca-

tion as a rights activist, Amod Kanth

said the role of the police, an activist,

and a journalist is complementary to

each other as their real work is to

seek the truth. 

"I saw this during my days as an

investigating officer of the Rajiv

gandhi murder case where journal-

ists provided me with a great deal of

input. that is why I believe it is very

important to protect journalists with

clean intentions as a truth seeker," he

said.   

talking about the oversight mech-

anism bodies available at present

Kanth observed that these are non-

judicial and non-statutory hence not

very effective. "the Press Council of

India is strong constitutionally but not

when it comes to its output and effec-

tiveness as it doesn't have the author-

ity of a Commission, the discre-

tionary power to block the content is

in the hands of the bureaucrats that

can be very subjective," he said.               

Drawing a comparison amongst

existing acts in force in Maharashtra,

Chhattisgarh, and also the law to

safeguard journalists in Pakistan,

Kanth said these laws are important

as any new act must have a basis to

build upon. "In fact, the media pro-

tection act of Pakistan is very impor-

tant and should not be rejected just

because it is from Pakistan. It gives

the right to non-disclosure of source,

talks about no enforcement of undue

restrictions, and also safeguards the

reputation and privacy of others. It is

equipped with the powers of a civil

court that follows from the colonial

IPC section 1908 and can be imple-

mented here too," Kanth  Kanth.           

"Until now only a loose regula-

tory framework is in existence but

we need something more for journal-

ists' safety, protection, and welfare.

the IPC and CrPC do not provide

enough scope but our Constitution is

very modern and forward-looking

and has all the ingredients that give

us the power to enact a good law," he

said. Remembering various struggles

that he fought as a lawyer alongside

IJU for better wages and welfare of

journalists, Rakesh Khanna said that

there was ample evidence to show

that journalists were being sup-

pressed and  there was not enough

protection. If this fourth pillar of

democracy is not protected the edi-

fice of democracy will crumble and

India will never be the same. 

"the executive is protected by

various laws, the judiciary has a self-

protecting mechanism and even the

legislature has protection but media

is the only pillar that doesn't have

any protection and it is fully justified

in seeking protection," Khanna said.

Khanna broadly outlined the pro-

posed Media Commission as a three-

tiered structure at the national level,

state level, and district level with

judicial powers. It should be headed

by a retired Chief Justice and as

members should have a retired IPC

of at least the rank of DgP, national

K. Sreenivas Reddy, IJU President addressing the seminar
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level journalists of eminence nomi-

nated by journalists, one eminent

woman journalist, and a lawyer of

eminence with at least 40 years of

practice.

"this model should be replicated

at the state and district level with

equivalent officials at that level.

Like what happens in the case of a

bureaucrat or a legislative member,

before arresting a journalist, the FIR

should be placed before the Media

Commission for approval, and with-

out its approval, no journalist should

be arrested. At the same time, the

law should be equipped to act

against fake journalists who spread

lies and hatred and hand out punish-

ment to them. there should be

rules for the media to establish

their findings in case of dam-

age to the reputation of a per-

son or an organization. All the

proceedings of the commission

should be videographed for trans-

parency, " Khanna said. 

opening the session, SN Sinha,

former President of IJU, explained

how the IJU has been fighting for

press freedom and journalists' rights

since its inception and the rationale

behind taking up demand for enact-

ment of a Media Protection Act and

constitution of a Media Commission. 

"When the IJU demands this, it

does it with conviction as it has been

equally effective in calling out the

malpractices in journalism. It was

IJU that did a study and coined the

word paid news during the Andhra

elections. today, with the inclusion

of social media, the scope of paid

news and fake news has increased

many folds that need to be

restrained. At the same time, the

scrupulous media is under attack

from police, politicians, political

parties, and the mafia. to make

democracy work we need media pro-

tection, and this seminar is a step in

that direction," Sinha said.

He also dwelt upon the media

protection acts that have been enact-

ed by Maharashtra and the

Chhattisgarh government and about

the much forward-looking act enact-

ed by the neighboring Pakistan that

also gives journalists the right to pro-

tect the source. 

Reflecting on the current situa-

tion K. Sreenivas Reddy, IJU

President said the government was

not allowing any forward movement

in giving protection to media profes-

sionals.  "While addressing the issue

of media protection, the Ministry of

Information and Broadcasting has

given contradictory state-

ments to the Committee on

Petitions of the Lok Sabha

and the Standing

Committee on

Communications and

Information technology. to the

standing committee it said there is no

need to enact a new law and before

the committee on petitions it reacted

positively. But the government's

lackadaisical attitude has failed to

generate any movement," said

Sreenivas Reddy.  He also brought

out the fact that media professionals

are being paid a pittance in case of

accidental death or permanent dis-

ability and only a very few accredit-

ed journalists are covered under the

government health schemes. 

"the model Media Commission

report brought out by the Press

Council of India chairman PB

Sawant has been lying with the gov-

ernment without any action," he said

and added that the IJU has prepared

a 24-page draft document. He sought

the help of Kanth and Khanna to

build upon it and make it a robust

legal document.

Recalling an incident during his

journalism days, Professor Avinash

Singh, former journalist, and head of

several journalism colleges,

explained how the Press Council of

India was ineffective in handing out

punishment to a plagiarist journalist

who later went on to win the state

award in Punjab. 

"I completely agree that we need

robust laws to protect truth-seeking

journalists but at the same time the

law should have enough teeth to

punish journalists who peddle fake

news, hate campaigns, embed and

plant stories, or advertise in the garb

of news," said Avinash Singh. 

Raising the issues of media own-

ership, Professor Pradeep Mathur,

former journalist, and head of

English Journalism, IIMC, said the

media which used to be a noble pro-

fession earlier is now infested with

people who want to run an entity to

gain political clout and make money.

"Several real estate agents are

running media companies now. they

don't understand the value of news.

the businessmen of the past who

used to run newspapers as a charity

and keep the editorial independent

have given way to profit and politi-

cal clout-seeking generation. the

answer to these ills lies in making

the advertisement-driven media

independent. Subscription-based

model taken up by the West is a pos-

sibility," he said.

Devulapalli Amar, former

President of the IJU and National

Media Advisor for Chief Minister of

Andhra Pradesh, said a new media

commission armed with judicial

powers is necessary as the Press

Council of India has proved to be

toothless. He also asked to devise

some kind of mechanism to control

peddlers of fake news on social

media.
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The Impact of
Data Act on RTI

t is now the Digital Personal Data Protection

Act, 2023. the DPDP law, also called the

Data Act, will severely affect the Right to

Information Act (RtI), 2005. the Bill was

passed by Parliament on August 9, 2023 and

the President consented on August 12, 2023.

this most important Bill was passed by both

Houses of the Parliament without adequate

discussion in just two days.

the Data Act looks like a conflict

between two fundamental rights, that is, the

right to information, part of Article 19 (1)

and Article 21 of the Constitution of India,

protection of life and

personal liberty.

the amendment

to the Right to

Information, through

the DPDP law, was

criticised by some as

"neither the right to

privacy nor the right

to information".

Most empowering rtI

the RtI Act is acclaimed as the most

empowering legislation for democracy. Ever

since it has come into effect, it has been of

great help to every segment of society to

obtain relevant information capable of pro-

tecting general Constitutional rights.

Unfortunately, the Data Protection Act

will have a damaging impact, through this

amendment to the RtI Act. It says that all

information that can be related to a person

may be denied. In effect, it allows the Right

to Information Act to become a Right to

Deny for public information officers. 

It has built-in adequate safeguards

through Section 8 (1) (j) while fighting

against harassing bureaucracy or protecting

helpful officers. Former Central Information

Commissioner Shailesh gandhi, (along with

this writer being former CIC) explained:

the first attempt to weaken the law by the

government in less than a year in 2006 was

by trying to amend it by broadening the

scope of the exemptions. Since there was a

strong protest by citizens across the country,

the attempt was aborted. Some more

attempts were made to amend the law but

were also given up.

the present govern-

ment amended the

provisions relating to

the status and tenure

of the Information

Commissions but did

not touch the exemp-

tions. Despite a very

well-defined process

and provisions of the

law, bureaucrats have found various ways to

frustrate the citizen's right.

Shailesh gandhi agreed that this is done by

not following the provisions of the law strictly.

this is aided by the adjudicators turning a

blind eye, since most of them are not able to

internalise this transfer of power to citizens.

on the other hand, the new law changed

the text and context of RtI by reinterpreting

the provisions of Section 8 (1). the provi-

sions stated that "information which cannot

be denied to the Parliament or a State

Legislature shall not be denied to any per-

son". Earlier, it was only applicable to

I

Prof.
Madabhushi

Sridhar 

Dean, School of
Law, Mahindra

University. 
Former Central

Information
Commissioner
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Section 8 (1)(j) and now it will affect

the whole of Section 8(1).  

When the RtI Act was enacted, it

had ten critical exemptions under

Section 8 (1) and the law served

democracy primarily for good gov-

ernance. But most commonly the

machinery of government has mis-

used exemption in Section 8(1)(j),

which accounts for 35% of refusals.

Section 8 (1)( j ) exempts

"...information which relates to per-

sonal information the disclosure of

which has no relationship to any

public activity or interest, or which

would cause unwarranted invasion

of the privacy of the individual

unless the Central Public

Information officer or the State

Public Information officer or the

appellate authority, as the case may

be, is satisfied that the larger public

interest justifies the disclosure of

such information:

Provided that the information,

which cannot be denied to the

Parliament or a State Legislature,

shall not be denied to any person."

As per the law, personal informa-

tion may be exempt if:

a) It is not related to a public

activity or interest, or

b) Would cause unwarranted

invasion of the privacy of an individ-

ual.

to help an officer, Information

Commissioner or judge to arrive at

the right decision the special proviso

was provided as an acid test.

Whoever claims that a disclosure

was exempt under Section 8 (1)(j)

should make a statement that she

would not give this information to

parliament.

Many refusals of information did

not adhere to the law but refuse

information with a bland statement

that since it is personal information,

it will not be given. It has been wide-

ly used to cover up arbitrary, corrupt

or illegal acts by government offi-

cials.

there is almost no instance

where the release of information

under RtI has caused any significant

loss to any national or personal inter-

est that deserves to be protected.

Parliament should have understood

the need to safeguard offices and

protect the RtI Act against indirect

attempts to destroy it through the

DPDP Act. Nothing is left to

Parliament, democracy and the rule

of law. Absolute power resides in the

President through the Prime

Minister.

the RtI Act, 2005 came into

being after fighting for a couple of

decades over access. only a close

reading of the 2005 Act and the Data

Act can clarify the myths surround-

ing them. Both Acts have a signifi-

cant effect, separately and together. 

the objective of Data Act as on

title is :

An Act to provide for the pro-

cessing of digital personal data in a

manner that recognises both the right

of individuals to protect their per-

sonal data and the need to process

such personal data for lawful pur-

poses and matters connected there-

with or incidental thereto.

It does not refer to the Right to

Information Act; indirectly, it said,

"the right of individuals…connected

therewith or incidental thereto". 

the bill of 2019, which made into

Act, the Statement of objects and

reasons in the bill in 2019, before it

was amended in the 2023 form, said:

1. In the matter of Justice KS

Puttaswami and another vs Union of

India [WP 494 of 2012], a nine

Judge Constitutional Bench of the

Supreme Court, while delivering its

judgment on August 24, 2017,

declared "privacy" as a fundamental

right under Article 21 of the

Constitution. Subsequently, on

September 26, 2018, a five Judge

Constitutional Bench of the Supreme

Court while delivering its final judg-

ment in the above case impressed

upon the government to bring out a

robust data protection regime.

2. the proposed Legislation

seeks to bring a robust data protec-

tion framework for India and to set

up an Authority for protecting per-

sonal data and empowering the citi-

zens with rights relating to their per-

sonal data ensuring their fundamen-

tal right to "privacy and protection of

personal data"

they directly deal with "privacy

and protection of personal data". 

Seriously weakened 

No one should mistake that the Data

Act 2023 amended just one provi-

sion - Section 44 - of the RtI Act and

that Parliament retained the rest of

the RtI. Each provision of the Data

Act will have a serious impact on

RtI as well. 

Unfortunately, the amendment of

Section 8 (1) (j) at Section 44 (3) of

the Data Act leads to a serious fear

that it will convert RtI into a Right

to denial of information. the author-

ities will refuse to part with useful

information that can unearth corrup-

tion under this cover.

the Data Act and rtI Act, as

the last provision in Section 44 of

the Data Act, says 

(3) In section 8 of the Right to

Information Act, 2005, in sub-sec-

tion (1), for clause (j), the following
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clause shall be substituted, namely: -

, …and (j) the information which

relates to personal information 

this Section (1) (j) under the

above through Data Act, does not

say whether it applies to the com-

plete RtI Act, 2005.

Interestingly, the government

used Section 44 of the Data Act, of

2023, through 

"(1) In section 14 of the telecom

Regulatory Authority of India Act,

1997, in clause (c), for sub-clauses

(i) and (ii), the following sub-clauses

shall be substituted by, namely:- 

"(j) information which relates to

personal information;" S(1)(j).

Dangerous Definition of a 'Person'

the Data Act, 2023 directly

gives a dangerous definition of a

'person' in Act Section 2(s), 

(t) "personal data" and 

(u) "personal data breach" is read

with exemption amended RtI. 

the meaning of the word "data"

[2(h)] under the Data Act will also

restrict the wide power of the

changed RtI. 

(h) "data" means a representation

of information, facts, concepts, opin-

ions, or instructions in a manner suit-

able for communication, interpreta-

tion, or processing by human beings

or by automated means;

Hence, the following words, as

defined, are very significant provi-

sions from the point of view of RtI. 

(i) "data fiduciary", 

(j) "data principal", 

(k) "data processor, 

(n) "digital personal data"

over and above, the (v) "pre-

scribed" means prescribed by rules

made under this Act. the entire

power is now concentrated with the

Union Ministry of Information.

Any critic suffers the impact of

increasing power through the 'appli-

cation' of Section 3 of the Data Act

in the processing of 'digital personal

data'. Luckily for us, Act Section

3(c) will not apply.

the illustration said: "X, an indi-

vidual, while blogging her views,

has publicly made available her per-

sonal data on social media. In such

case, the provisions of this Act shall

not apply".

Section 6 of the Data Act provid-

ed the consent, supported with illus-

trations to explain. It says "..and be

limited to such personal data as is

necessary for such specified pur-

pose".

Is still empowering?

Every provision, with RtI reference,

is empowered by the Data Act, espe-

cially with Section 6. In Section 9

about the processing of personal data

of children, the power goes on cen-

tralising "...as the case may be, in

such manner as may be prescribed". 

We do not know whether

Parliament realised the whole power

of the Data Act. Every provision of

the law said, "...as the notification

may specify." the expression 'may'

should be understood as giving com-

plete power to the officers of the

Union Minister and the Prime

Minister. Where ever 'may be pre-

scribed' is mentioned 'may' indeed

gives the power to the officer con-

cerned.

the section called 'special provi-

sions' gives the power in Section 16

of the Data Act. Not only that, but

Section 17 enhances scope through

exemption:

"…(1) the provisions of Chapter

II, except sub-sections (1) and (5) of

section 8, and those of Chapter III

and section 16 shall not apply where

-..." 

Most specifically "(c) personal

data is processed in the interest of

prevention, detection, investigation

or prosecution of any offence or con-

travention of any law for the time

being in force in India" leaves it to

officers to decide.

the government made many pro-

visions to insulate itself from most of

the data protection, citing national

security, managing foreign relations,

maintaining public order and even

preventing crimes. this makes the

states less transparent and account-

able, affecting the liberty of the peo-

ple. 

Under the Data Act, violation of

the provision could invite a high

penalty for a data breach of up to Rs

250 crore. It requires compliance for

the collection and processing of per-

sonal data to prevent a breach. 

this means whole power resides

in Section 40, in addition to many

provisions specifically and gets gen-

eral authority through 'power to

make rules', "(2) In particular and

without prejudice to the generality of

the foregoing power, such rules may

provide for all or any of the follow-

ing matters, namely:-" through every

(a) to literally to (z) of Section 40 of

the Data Act. 

the point to be noted is that the

Centre assumed more powers over

and above the state governments, in

violation of federal principles. 

Good Faith, where?

Section 35 gives more power 'in

good faith' provision. Now who

defines 'good faith' and 'bad faith'?

though it is available in almost all

enactments, its impact explains its

power.



ndian Journalists Union, the widely repre-
sented journalists body in the country,
observed the october 2 gandhi Jayanti as a
protest day to seeking to safeguard journal-
ists and journalism in India. gandhi Jayanti
is celebrated nationwide to promote the
ideals of Mahatma gandhi apart from pay-
ing homage and tributes to the Father of the
Nation. the day is celebrated to promote
his ideals of non-violence, peace and truth.
Mahatma gandhi, himself a journalist,
always advocated for a free and fair press in
the service of the country and its people.
While he propagated peace through his
journalism, he suggested journalists to be
patient and search for truth only. But nowa-
days searching for truth in order to present
facts to the people is often putting journal-
ists in the way of danger to life and limb
besides landing them in legal complications
as well.

Keeping the significance of this day in
mind, Indian Journalists Union leadership
led by President Sreenivas Reddy and

Secretary general Balwinder Singh Jammu
has given a call to observe october 2 as
Save Journalism Day by conducting 
peaceful protests, demonstrations, dharnas
and seminars. the main demands of the IJU
are to immediately constitute a Media
Commission and enact a law for the safety
of journalists among other things. 

In Vijayawda, Andhra Pradesh Union of
Working Journalists (APUWJ) organised a
seminar on the theme, 'Constitutional
Values and Media Freedom'. Siddhartha
Law College Principal Diwakar Babu,
Prajasakti Daily Editor tulasidas, Scribes
News Editor Alapati Suresh Kumar,
APUWJ President IV Subba Rao, general
Secretary Chandu Janardhan, APUWJ
Krishna Urban unit President Chava Ravi
and others participated in the seminar.
Elsewhere in the State, responding to the
call given by IJU, units of APUWJ
observed "Save Journalism Day" on a large
scale. Protest programmes were held at
about 92 centers in 24 districts. thousands
of members and friends have participated in
meetings, seminars, rallies, and in many
other kinds of protest activities. In some
places journalists have submitted 
memorandums to gandhi statues in a sym-
bolic way.

Journalists belonging to Punjab and
Chandigarh Journalists Union and
Chandigarh and Haryana Journalists Union
hosted a dharna peacefully on this occasion
in Sector-17 by tying black bands on their
faces. Jai Singh Chhibber, Executive
President of the Union, stated that efforts
were being made to suppress the voice of
the media and that the Union government
was trying to control the media by hook or
crook and several state governments were
trying to emulate the Central government.

october 202314

Protest Programmes Mark 
'Save Journalism Day' 

I

A delegation of TUWJ presenting a memorandum to the 
Governor of Telangana

Jharkhand

Working

Journalists

Union  

Bijay Singh
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Chandigarh and Haryana
Journalists Union President Ram
Singh Brar expressed concern that
governments are working to make
media their puppets and rights of
media persons are being violated. 

on this occasion, Union lead-
ers Bindu Singh, Pritam Singh
Rupal, Nisha Sharma, Bhupinder
Singh Malik, Harnam Singh
Dalla, Sukhwinder Singh Sidhu
and others shared their views on
the difficulties faced by journal-
ists. A large number of journalists
gathered on this occasion. 

Apart from this, Ludhiana
(rural) unit of the Union, under
the leadership of union leader
Santokh Singh gill handed over a
memorandum to AAP MLA
Hakam Singh thekedar from
Raikot addressed to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Singh Mann. Fatehgarh Sahib
Unit led by Bhushan Sood and
Rupnagar District unit under the
leadership of Jarnail Singh Jeet
organised protest meetings.

In Raipur, Chhattisgarh State
Working Journalists Union hosted
a dharna  at Ambedkar Chowk to
mark "Save Journalism" day.
Union President Rajkumar Soni,
State organization Secretary PC
Rath and other leaders including
Sudhir tamboli Azad, Ajit Kumar
Sharma and trade Union Leader
Dharamraj Mohapatra addressed
the gathering. 

Kerala Journalists Union
(KJU) members staged dharnas
and meetings at various places in
the State demanding enactment of
an act for protection of journalists
and constitution of Media
Commission. Senior journalist
Basheer Puthanveetil inaugurated
the meeting held at tirur Press

Club Hall. tirur District President
VK Rasheed presided over the
meeting. 

"Save Journalism Day" was
observed by odisha Union of
Working Journalists at several
places in odisha and a sympo-
sium was organised in
Bhubaneshwar. Vice President
Satyajit Ray Choudhury, general
Secretary Niranjan Biswal,
Secretary Narayani Prasad Mishra
and several other leaders spoke on
the occasion. In telangana units
of telangana State Union of
Working

Journalists (tUWJ) organised
dharnas, demonstrations in 122
centers across the State. In
Hyderabad a delegation led by
tUWJ general Secretary
K.Virahath Ali, IJU Secretary
Y.Narender Reddy and IJU
Steering Committee Member
M.A.Majid met the governor
tamilisai Soundararajan and sub-
mitted a memorandum demand-
ing the Union government to con-
stitute media commission and to
enact a special law to protect jour-

nalists and media organisations.
Later tUWJ organised a demon-
stration at Ambedkar Circle in
Hyderabad. 

Members of Jharkhand
Working Journalists Union paid
homage to the Mahatma gandhi
and former Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri in Ranchi under
the leadership of IJU National
Council Member Bijay Singh. on
the occasion JWJU leaders raised
their voice for a special law for
protection of journalists and to
establish a National Media
Commission. Ajay Singh, Sunil
Singh, Rizwan Ansari, Anshika,
Chandan, Sanjeet Jha, Mithlesh
Singh, Monica Arya, Imtiaz ji,
Neeraj Kumar, Rajesh Verma,
Vinay ojha and other journalists
were present on the occasion.

Uttar Pradesh Working
Journalists Union, Journalists
Union of Uttarakhand, Bihar
Working Journalists Union and
Maharashtra State Union of
Working Journalists also observed
Save Journalism Day and held
protest demonstrations.  

Leaders of Punjab and Haryana unions staging a protest

demonstration at Chandigarh
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Recently INDIA bloc political parties wrote to Mark Zuckerberg, CEO of Meta which owns

Facebook and Whatapp and Sundar Pichai, CEO of Google urging them to ensure that their

platforms remain neutral ahead of the upcoming general elections. This letter is followed by the

revelations made by the Washington Post that Facebook, WhatsApp, and YouTube allowed hate

content under pressure by the Modi regime. The letter urged them not to allow their platforms

to be "used wittingly or unwittingly to cause social unrest or distort India's much cherished

ideals". The Washington Post article which triggered the letter is reproduced here in two parts.

Second part will be published in November issue.      

early three years ago, Facebook's propa-

ganda hunters uncovered a vast social

media influence operation that used hun-

dreds of fake accounts to praise the

Indian army's crackdown in the restive

border region of Kashmir and accuse

Kashmiri journalists of separatism and

sedition.

What they found next was explosive:

the network was operated by the Indian

army's Chinar Corps, a storied unit gar-

risoned in the Muslim-majority

Kashmir Valley, the heart of

Indian Kashmir and one of the

most militarized regions in the

world.

But when the U.S.-

based supervisor of

Facebook's Coordinated

Inauthentic Behavior

(CIB) unit told colleagues

in India that the unit wanted to

delete the network's pages, exec-

utives in the New Delhi office

pushed back. they warned

against antagonizing the government of a

sovereign nation over actions in territory

it controls. they said they needed to con-

sult local lawyers. they worried they

could be imprisoned for treason.

those objections staved off action for

a full year while the Indian army unit con-

tinued to spread disinformation that put

Kashmiri journalists in danger. the dead-

lock was resolved only when top

Facebook executives intervened

and ordered the fake accounts

deleted.

"It was open-and-shut" that

the Chinar Corps had violated

Facebook's rules against using fic-

tional personas to surreptitiously

promote a narrative, said an

employee who worked on the

Kashmir project. "that was the

moment that almost broke CIB and

almost made a bunch of us quit."

three others who were involved con-

firmed the previously unreported internal

N
By Joseph Menn

& Gerry Shih

Under India's pressure,
Facebook let propaganda and

hate speech thrive
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battle. Most of those who spoke to

the Washington Post discussed

company matters on the condition of

anonymity. Facebook did not dispute

their account.

the Kashmir case is just one

example of how Facebook has fallen

short of its professed ideals in India

under pressure from Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP). India, a country with a

population that is 80 percent Hindu

and 14 percent Muslim, has long

wrestled with religious strife. But in

the past decade, the Hindu national-

ist BJP has been accused of abetting

violence and fanning incendiary

speech against Muslims to stoke

support from its political base. And

often, when harmful content is

spread by BJP politicians or their

allies on Facebook, the platform has

been reluctant to take action. the

company denied acting to favor the

BJP.

For Silicon Valley, which has

seen user numbers in the United

States plateau and international

growth become critical to Wall Street

shareholders, India is the biggest

remaining prize and an ideal market.

It is substantially English-speaking

and rapidly growing, a tech-savvy

democracy that is being wooed by

the Biden administration to counter

China. the number of Facebook

users in India is greater than the

entire U.S. population; India is also

one of the biggest markets for X, for-

merly known as twitter. that has

meant special treatment for content

that otherwise would violate both

platforms' terms of service.

Facebook's cautious approach to

moderating pro-government content

in India was often exacerbated by a

long-standing dynamic: Employees

responsible for rooting out hackers

and propagandists - often based in

the United States - frequently

clashed with executives in India who

were hired for their political experi-

ence or relationships with the gov-

ernment, and who held political

views that aligned with the BJP's.

Interviews with more than 20

current and former employees and a

review of newly obtained internal

Facebook documents illustrate how

executives repeatedly shied away

from punishing the BJP or associated

accounts. the interviews and docu-

ments show that local Facebook

executives failed to take down

videos and posts of Hindu nationalist

leaders, even when they openly

called for killing Indian Muslims.

In 2019, after damning media

reports and whistleblower disclo-

sures, Facebook's parent company,

now named Meta, bowed to pressure

and hired an outside law firm to

examine its handling of human

rights in India. that probe found that

Facebook did not stop hate speech or

calls for action ahead of violence,

including a bloody religious riot in

Delhi in 2020 that was incited by

Hindu nationalist leaders and left

more than 50 people, mostly

Muslims, dead. Meta never pub-

lished the document, strictly limited

which executives saw it and issued a

public summary that emphasized the

culpability of "third parties."

Social media companies today do

not lose much when they call out the

Russian or Chinese governments for

propaganda or dismantle networks

of fake accounts tied to those coun-

tries. Most U.S. social media plat-

forms are banned in those countries,

or they do not generate significant

Prime Minister Modi with Mark Zuckerberg in a file photo
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revenue there.

But India is at the forefront of a

worrying trend, according to Silicon

Valley executives from multiple

companies who have dealt with the

issues. the Modi administration is

setting an example for how authori-

tarian governments can dictate to

American social media platforms

what content they must preserve and

what they must remove, regardless

of the companies' rules. Countries

including Brazil, Nigeria and turkey

are following the India model, exec-

utives say. In 2021, Brazil's presi-

dent at the time, Jair Bolsonaro,

sought to prohibit social networks

from removing posts, including his

own, that questioned whether

Brazil's elections would be rigged. In

Nigeria, then-President

Muhammadu Buhari banned twitter

after it removed one of his tweets

threatening a severe crackdown

against rebels.

the day before May's tight elec-

tion in turkey, twitter agreed to ban

accounts at the direction of the

administration of President Recep

tayyip Erdogan, including that of

investigative journalist Cevheri

guven, an Erdogan critic.

Nigeria very much took Modi's

playbook, and it exacerbated exist-

ing tensions in turkey," a former

twitter policy lead said, speaking on

the condition of anonymity to dis-

cuss internal matters.

"All of the hard questions around

tech come to a head in India. It is a

huge market, it is a democracy, but it

is a democracy with weak judicial

protections, and it's really geopoliti-

cally important," said Brian

Fishman, a former U.S. Army coun-

terterrorism expert who led efforts to

fight extremism and hate groups for

Facebook until 2021.

U.S. officials depend on nuclear-

armed India as a strategic counter-

weight to neighboring China. And

they have been willing to overlook

human rights abuses and other prob-

lems in India because the officials

deem the geopolitics a higher priori-

ty, former U.S. officials say. India's

success against the internet compa-

nies has inspired many imitators,

Fishman added.

"We're moving into an era around

the globe where governments have

gotten off their hands and built legal

frameworks, and in some cases

extralegal frameworks, that allow

them to directly pressure the compa-

nies," he said.

A covert campaign

When Facebook's U.S. investigators

first saw the posts from accounts that

purported to be residents in Kashmir,

it wasn't hard to find evidence of a

central organization. Posts from dif-

ferent accounts came in bursts, using

similar words. often, they praised

the Indian military or criticized

India's regional rivals - Pakistan and

its closest ally, China.

the technical information about

some of the accounts overlapped,

and the geolocation data associated

with some accounts led directly to a

building belonging to the Indian

army.

the disinformation hunters also

found that the fake accounts often

tagged the official account of the

Chinar Corps, India's main military

force in Kashmir, showing that they

were not putting great effort into dis-

guising themselves.

For a couple of months, employ-

ees said, the Facebook team mapped

out the network in preparation for

rooting out the whole operation, a

standard procedure for combating

coordinated inauthentic behavior.

often, the accounts promoted

Youtube videos about problems in

Pakistan. Some featured a channel

run by Amjad Ayub Mirza, a writer

from the Pakistani-controlled part of

Kashmir who has declared that

Muslims are treated well in India and

has called on minorities in Pakistan

to rise up against the government.

"the reality is that the people

being persecuted inside India and

also outside the country are actually

the Hindus," Mirza once told an

interviewer. "one has to ponder over

the question - where did terrorism

start from? terrorism started from

Pakistan."

In just 32 minutes on May 24,

2021, a Post review found, 28

accounts from the covert Chinar

Corps network on twitter shared a

post criticizing Pakistan's treatment

of Muslim Uyghurs who had fled

oppression in China. Some made the

point in English or Hindi that

"Pakistan is not a safe place for

Muslim minorities." twitter released

its database of network account

activity to researchers last year, and

the Post obtained it. though the

database did not attribute the

accounts to any entity, employees at

twitter and Facebook told the Post

they were from the Chinar Corps. A

research team at the Stanford

Internet observatory pointed to cir-

cumstantial evidence of a connection

between the accounts and the mili-

tary unit. Facebook said it did not
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preserve its accounts, making

research more difficult.

At least 43 tweets contained

some version of: "My religion is

Islam, but my culture is Hinduism."

Another dozen said the account

holders were Muslim but "Indian

first."

the campaign was unfolding at a

sensitive time in Kashmir, claimed in

its entirety by both India and

Pakistan and divided into Indian-

and Pakistani-controlled sections.

For decades, India administered its

portion as a semiautonomous region

while its army fought a separatist

insurgency that was supported by

many Muslims there and often

backed by Pakistan.

In 2019, the Modi government

stunned the world by announcing a

constitutional change that revoked

Kashmir's semiautonomous status

and transferred it to New Delhi's

direct rule. the move triggered

protests as well as the army crack-

down in Kashmir, which included

alleged torture and widespread inter-

net shutdowns. With popular anger

reaching a boiling point in Kashmir,

the Indian government felt pressed

to respond.

In public, Indian officials argued

that Kashmir's Muslims would bene-

fit from closer integration with India.

Meanwhile, the Chinar Corps

covertly spread its messaging. Jibran

Nazir, a Kashmiri journalist working

in central India, said he was

"shocked" to one day find his photo

adopted as the avatar of two anony-

mous twitter accounts spreading the

#NayaKashmir, or "New Kashmir"

hashtag, which touted Kashmir's

prosperity under New Delhi's con-

trol. "they were recently created

accounts that had more than 1,000

followers each," Nazir recalled. "the

accounts wanted to show Kashmiris

are doing well, which they're not."

Journalists gather in Srinagar 60

days after the change in governing

status to protest New Delhi's com-

munications blockade.

the Chinar Corps's stealth opera-

tion kept pushing that line - but also

went further. It called out independ-

ent Kashmiri journalists by name,

disclosing their personal information

and attacking them using the anony-

mous twitter accounts

@Kashmirtraitors and

@Kashmirtraitor1, according to

Stanford's analysis and the Post's

review. one target was journalist

Qazi Shibli and his publication, the

Kashmiriyat.

"@theKashmiriyat posts #fake

news on the various operations con-

ducted by the #IndianArmy causing

hate amongst people for the #Army,"

@Kashmirtraitors wrote in a series

of tweets. "Even the positive things

like ration distribution that are hap-

pening in #Kashmir are shown in a

negative prospect in posts of

@theKashmiriyat."

Qazi Shibli, editor of the

Kashmiriyat, works on his laptop.

He was arrested in July 2019 as part

of a crackdown on the press in

Indian Kashmir. 

"the #traitor behind this account

and website is @QaziShibli (born in

1993) who has been detained numer-

ous times under various charges for

cybercrimes and posting content

against national security."

Shibli's home was raided, and he

was jailed repeatedly on charges

including violation of the Public

Safety Act, according to the

Committee to Protect Journalists.

the pressure online was crippling,

Shibli said.

"A lot of people left work at the

Kashmiriyat" because of the attacks,

he told the Post. "It got to the point

that a lot of people were not willing

to work with us."

Shibli said that sources dried up

and that even personal friends grew

afraid to speak with him.

Fahad Shah, right, editor of

Kashmir Walla, at work in his publi-

cation's Srinagar newsroom in

January 2022. targeted online and

arrested, he remains in prison today. 

the @Kashmirtraitors tweet

with the most "likes" targeted jour-

nalist Fahad Shah in early 2021, say-

ing the founder of the Kashmir Walla

magazine "rigorously publishes con-

tent on anti-#India sentiments."

Shah's coverage of Kashmir had

been published by the guardian,

Foreign Affairs and time. He was

later arrested and accused of "fre-

quently glorifying terrorism, spread-

ing fake news, and instigating peo-

ple" under the Unlawful Activities

Prevention Act. He remains in prison

today. A security official recently

based in Kashmir with knowledge of

the matter confirmed the existence of

the Chinar network, saying it was a

failed attempt to counter narratives

from Pakistan.

A couple of months into its

investigation, Facebook's

Coordinated Inauthentic Behavior

team handed its findings to supervi-

sors and security policy chief

Nathaniel gleicher, who then

informed Facebook's team in India.

Executives there began raising

objections. It wasn't the first time

they had.
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he tV news media in

India has descended

into collective mad-

ness, with the news

channels trying to

outdo each other in

their slavish admira-

tion for the State of

Israel, and its valiant

battle against "bar-

barian" Hamas "ter-

rorists". to be sure,

Hamas operatives

provoked the mas-

sive retaliation by the Jewish State (yes,

it is officially called the "Jewish State of

Israel") when they infiltrated into north-

ern Israel by breaching the fences con-

structed at great cost by Israel and mur-

dering over 1400 Israelis in cold blood.

the atrocity took place on Saturday, 7

october, 2023. 

Many self-styled "anchors" of Indian

tV channels were in tel Aviv by

Monday, 9 october. Clearly, somebody in

the government leaned on the Israeli

embassy in New Delhi to open its office

on Sunday, 8 october, to issue visas to

the tV news personnel assigned to travel

to tel Aviv by Monday, 9 october. It also

became clear by the five-

star digs that the anchors

and their crew were bil-

leted in tel Aviv that

somebody other than

their employers were

bankrolling the junket. 

It was a junket; make

no mistake, aimed at providing a vicari-

ous pleasure to their viewers back home,

viewers who were aware of the dog whis-

tle that the reporting was beaming.

All tV news programming from tel

Aviv and other Israeli cities was war

pornography, with only the pain and suf-

fering of the Israelis being reported with

great detail. to be fair, the anchors and

their crew may not have been given per-

mission to visit the war zone, the gaza

Strip, but the unconditional regurgitating

of the Israeli war propaganda in the war

was nauseous. A comparison with inter-

national tV news channels is inevitable.

to wit, check out the war reporting by the

Al Jazeera English tV

news channel. Al Jazeera

has a clutch of journalists

in the gaza Strip,

reporters who do their

pieces to camera, even the

bombing of the Al Ahli

Baptist Hospital in gaza

Media

Matters

t
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City without melodrama, in a dispas-

sionate voice. 

Some anchors like Pradeep Dutta

of times Now and Rubika Liyaquat

of Bharat tV, provided additional

entertainment with their nautanki.

Dutta was panting like he had just

run a marathon and shouting into the

camera at the same time, while he

was embedded with an Israeli

Defence Forces unit in an Israeli

town till an Israeli soldier dampened

Dutta's shameless pandering by ges-

turing him to lower his voice. 

Rubika Liyaquat, meanwhile,

dressed in camouflage gear was busy

walking around tel Aviv and asking

Israelis in the street about what they

thought of the Dear/Eternal Leader.

She then proceeded to the Wailing

Wall, hair and make-up perfect, in

the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem, and

spoke to some Israeli women about

the ongoing war in gaza. She then

wept at the atrocity committed by

Hamas operatives, providing some

melodrama to the gullible back

home.  that the Indian media crews,

both tV and newspaper, had gone to

Israel with the agenda of advancing

the agenda of the party of god in

India was clear by the carefully cho-

sen words in their reportage. All

Palestinians were equated with the

Hamas operatives. Most

Palestinians, though not all, are

Muslim, and Sunni at that, so every

bit of misinformation was passed off

as the work of Palestinians, mean-

ing, you know, by proxy, these

Muslims are savages and only one

man and his party can save you from

their depredations back home. 

one such piece of misinforma-

tion that gained traction in news out-

lets around the world was that the

Hamas killers had beheaded 40

Israeli babies. this was debunked by

several fact-checkers, but by that

time it was taken as gospel truth by

several Western leaders, till it was

debunked. Some of these leaders

walked their observations back, but

the India tV news media would have

none of that. they continued to go

with the beheading story, because

their agenda was to perpetuate hate,

and help their guy gather some votes. 

one of the most scathing cri-

tiques of the Indian tV news media's

shameless peddling of hate from

Israel was by Navin Kumar, a prolif-

ic Youtuber (his Youtube channel is

called Article 19). Navin Kumar asks

a simple question, as to why when

the Indian tV news media rushed to

tel Aviv within days of the october

7 atrocity, those anchors had yet to

travel to state of Manipur even after

five months since an incipient civil

war began. "Maybe they were not

given a visa by the Republic of

Manipur," he says with biting sar-

casm. 

Back home, from the safety of

their airconditioned studios in

Noida, Uttar Pradesh, "star" tV

news anchors were busy sowing

their own seeds of hate in Indian

society, using the war in Israel as a

rich vein of venom against their

guests who had Muslim names.

Anchors verbally pummelled such

guests, asking them to denounce the

Hamas operatives as "terrorists". It

was pure nautanki, aimed at 

satisfying the basest instincts of their 

viewers. this type of hate-filled 

programming will continue till the

war in Israel will continue. 

A scene of war

destruction in

Gaza
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ushyant Chautala, Deputy Chief Minister

of Haryana said future presents a multitude

of challenges to journalists in the era of

information technology revolution. It is

paramount to scrutinize news from every

angle before publishing to ensure that only

truth reaches the general public, he said.

Noting that journalists have come a long

way from the era of traditional working

style of pen and paper to digital keyboard

Chautala said social media would continue

to play an increasingly  significant role in

future. the Deputy Chief Minister was

addressing the first State Conference of

Chandigarh and Haryana Journalists Union

(CHJU) as the chief guest in Panchkula on

october 15. on this occasion a state level

seminar was also organised. Subject of the

discussion was "Challenges before

Media". the programme was presided over

by Rajya Sabha Member Kartik Sharma. In

the Conference several prominent editors

of evening daily papers and tabloid papers

were honoured.

Indian Journalists Union (IJU)

President K. Sreenivas Reddy, Secretary

general Balwinder Singh Jammu and for-

mer President of IJU SN Sinha attended

the programme. Ramesh Vinayak of

Hindustan times, Naresh Kaushal, Editor

of Dainik tribune and Satnam Manak,

Executive Editor of Ajit group also partic-

ipated in the seminar.  

Rajya Sabha Member Kartik Sharma in

his address to the seminar touched upon

various problems faced by journalists in

the discharge of their professional duty.

Responding to the request of Chandigarh

and Haryana Journalists Union he assured

that he would raise the subject of resuming

the concessional Railway passes to accred-

ited journalists and also the proposal of

exemption to journalists from toll taxes. 

IJU President Sreenivas Reddy in his

address spoke about the issue of safety and

protection of journalists. He also expressed

his concern at the dwindling credibility of

media and journalists. He said that there

were laws for the protection of profession-

als of various categories but there was

Dushyanth Chautala, Deputy Chief Minister oh Haryana addressing the conference

CHJU Successfully 
Conducts Debut Conference 

D
Bindu Singh

The writer is Secretary
General of Chandigarh

Unit of Punjab and
Chandigarh Journalists

Union and Member
IJU NEC.  
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none for the protection of media per-

sons. Narrating the increasing

attacks on journalists, he said protec-

tion of journalists is an issue of great

concern and the Indian Journalists

Union has always been demanding

for a specific law for protection of

media persons. Citing the enactment

of special laws by states like

Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh for

protection of media persons,

Sreenivas Reddy called upon the

other states and Union government

to follow suit as this was the only

way to counter attacks on journalists

by forces inimical to the democratic

functioning of the society. 

While speaking about safety

issues Sreenivas Reddy shared with

the gathering the unfortunate demise

of g. Prabhakaran IJU's Vice

President. Prabhakaran lost his life

in a road mishap in Kerela recently.

Sreenivas Reddy said when he went

there to pay his last respects to the

leader from Kerala comrades there

told him that the circumstances lead-

ing to the accident were suspect. the

issue is  being looked into, he

informed.  

SN Sinha, former President of

IJU said that 'everything is not well'

in media profession. there are two

kinds of media organizations these

days working in the country; there

are some that did not question the

establishment and there are others

which raise questions but have

become prey to attacks. Sinha said

that there was Press Council of India

for resolving issues of journalists

working with print media but elec-

tronic media and digital media have

no regulatory mechanism and added

that Media Commission and later a

Media Council is the need of the

hour. In this regard IJU recently held

a national seminar in Delhi Sinha

informed the gathering. 

Balwinder Jammu, Secretary

general in his address said that the

Punjab and Chandigarh Journalists

Union and Indian Journalists Union

have always been actively raising

issues related to problems and

demands of the journalists. He

detailed the activities taken up by

IJU in the recent past and the action

plan being implemented after the call

IJU gave to 'Save Journalism' in its

Chennai Plenary. As part of this on

october 2 constituent State unions of

IJU organised various programmes

including seminars, dharnas and

demonstrations throughout the coun-

try. He appreciated the recent deci-

sion taken by the Haryana

government to increase the pension

of journalists from Rs. 10,000 to Rs.

15,000 and to double the insurance

amount. Journalists of Haryana are

thankful to the government for the

measure, he said.  the national lead-

ers of IJU applauded the efforts put

in by the new union in Haryana and

to gather strength and for successful-

ly conducting the first State

Conference.  

Ram Singh Brar, President of

Chandigarh and Haryana Journalists

Union explained the endeavor that

preceded the birth of the Union and

conduct of the State Conference. Jai

Singh Chhibber, President of Punjab

and Chandigarh Journalists Union,

treasurer Bindu Singh, treasurer of

Chandigarh Chapter of PCJU

Bhupinder Malik attended the 

conference as goodwill delegates. 

Delegates of Haryana and Chandigarh Journalists Union attending the conference
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hroughout a decades-long career,

the playwright and author Jon Fosse

has inspired comparisons to Henrik

Ibsen, Samuel Beckett and even

george Harrison from the Beatles.

one of his English translators,

Damion Searls, writing in the Paris

Review in 2015, described Fosse's

work this way: "think of the four

elder statesmen of Norwegian letters

as a bit like the Beatles," he wrote.

"Per Petterson is the solid, always

dependable Ringo; Dag Solstad is

John, the experimentalist, the ideas

man; Karl ove Knausgaard is Paul,

the cute one; and Fosse is george,

the quiet one, mystical, spiritual,

probably the best craftsman of them

all."

His work is spare and existential,

often focusing on the interior

lives of rather soli-

tary characters.

Winding, run-

on sentences

are common;

so are

fisher-

m e n .

" Y o u

don't read

my books for the plots," he told the

Financial times in 2018.

Here is a guide to his major

works.

NoVeLS

Septology I-VII

Written in the wake of Fosse's con-

version to Catholicism, the seven

novels in the extraordinary

"Septology" series track an aging

artist's reckoning with the divine,

and represent his most significant

novelistic work. "Each novel begins,

midthought, the same way, with

Asle reflecting on how to finish his

painting of the St. Andrew cross;

each one ends the same way, mid-

Latin prayer, at least until something

else happens in the final book,"

Randy Boyagarda wrote in his

review.

Morning and evening

this short, powerful novella opens

with the birth of Johannes, whose

parents hope he will become a fisher-

man like his father. Years later, as an

old man, Johannes reflects on his

family and close friendships. (Yes, he

did end up becoming a fisherman.)

Melancholy I-II

these novels fictionalize the

life of Lars Hertervig, a 19th-

Where to start? 
A guide to Fosse's work
His writing is spare and existential, often focusing on the interior

lives of rather solitary characters.

t
Joumana Khatib

& Tina Jordan
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century Norwegian painter, as he

careens into madness. While study-

ing in Dusseldorf, Hertervig is para-

lyzed by anxiety about his talent and

is left essentially homeless after his

attraction to his landlady's daughter

leads him to outrageous sexual delu-

sions.

Aliss at the Fire

A woman named Signe thinks back

to more than 20 years earlier, when

her husband set out by boat and never

came back. Soon, her thoughts take

on a metaphysical quality, and even

include the memories of family

members from generations prior. the

fjord where Signe lives is a constant

across all of the memories of loss and

grief.

A Shining

Late at night, as an unnamed narrator

drives aimlessly through the remote

Norwegian woods, his car becomes

mired in the rutted road. Hopelessly

lost, he finally gets out of his car,

only to see a strange creature, "a

shining whiteness," approaching

him. Fosse's literary agency calls the

work, which will be released by

transit Books in the United States on

oct. 31, "a brilliant novel about the

border between life and death."

boathouse

After a man - more or less a hermit -

encounters an old friend and his wife,

the three become enmeshed in a sin-

ister love triangle.

PLAYS

"I Am the Wind"

Fosse has been said to be the most

performed of living European drama-

tists, though English adaptations are

less common. "I Am the Wind" is an

existential play centered on two men

in a fishing boat. "Fosse's terse,

rhythmic script captures a gut-level

anxiety about elemental questions of

identity," a critic for the times wrote

in 2014.

"A Summer Day"

this may remind you of "Aliss at the

Fire" - the emotional center of this

play is a woman waiting plaintively

for her husband to return from a fish-

ing trip. Even with a clear, unabiding

sense of dread, the play "exerts a strong

but stealthy undertow, a distinctive dra-

matic momentum," the times critic

wrote.

"Someone Is Going to come"

In this play of jealousy, sexual ten-

sion and paranoia, a couple move to a

remote, tattered old house by the sea

where neither can shake the thought

that "someone is going to come."

"the Name"

A young pregnant girl moves to her

parents' home, along with the child's

father. Her parents don't know that

she's expecting, adding to the play's

sense of claustrophobia and the ten-

sion of the unsaid.

— courtesy: 

the new York times 

NOBEL PRIZE 
IN LITERATURE
nJon Fosse,

Norwegian Author,
Receives the Nobel
Prize in Literature

nBig commercial
publishers have
often shied away
from books in
translation. Small
publishers
swooped in.

nFosse's publisher
in the U.S. is so
small it has only
four staff mem-
bers.

nFosse as a play-
wright: 'A feeling
unlike anything
else I was seeing in
the theater.'

nFosse writes in the
less common of
Norwegian's two
written forms.
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aala Paani is marred by its con-

trived parts, where characters

are made to jump to conclusions

just because the plot finds it

expedient.

there's so much going on in

'Kaala Paani', a slightly futuristic

(2027) survival drama set in the

Andamans, that its first episode

runs an hour plus. And it is bare-

ly enough to contain the multiple

strands of information that come

flying out at us, in rapid succes-

sion: a lethal disease threatening

to spread like wildfire amongst

residents and the hundreds of

tourists gathered for a big festi-

val, an administration flailing

about, a greedy corporation with

too much money and too little

conscience, a medical team

fighting against tremendous

odds to keep death at bay, the

dark jungles where the original

people of the islands have

carved out precarious spots for

themselves, the whole surround-

ed by the spectacular blue of the

ocean, which is as much boon as

bane. It was called kala pani

because it was impossible to

escape from the Cellular jail in

Port Blair: will these frantic,

desperate people be able to get

away in time?

A couple of things strike you

as soon as the seven episode

series, created by Sameer

Saxena, written by Biswapati

Sarkar, and directed by Saxena

and Amit golani opens: the first

is that 'Kaala Paani' has the

courage of its very ambitious

convictions, taking time to build

its big themes up despite its evi-

dent hurry to get going, neces-

sary for a story like this in which

humans seem to be just one step

away from doom. When you

destroy nature and wantonly pil-

fer its natural resources, you are

asking for it, and 'Kaala Paani',

unusually for an Indian series,

doesn't shy away from showing

Handsomely-produced
and well-performed,

Netflix series works as a
cautionary tale

Unusually for an Indian
series, the show doesn't shy

away from showing just
how high the stakes are.

The story-tellers are 
serious about their intent

as they to the chase.
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just how high the stakes are. the

body count starts rising from the

beginning. No beating about the

bush, just bam, a life is snuffed out.

It startles you, but it also tells you

that the story-tellers are serious

about their intent, that there will be

no waffling, just cutting to chase.

this willingness to sacrifice even

some of its most sympathetic charac-

ters runs right through the series,

though I am definitely going to quib-

ble about the too-early bowing out of

a primary character, who makes you

want to know more about what must

have been a complicated past. But

the mix of known and unknown

faces playing characters with a

degree of complexity keeps our

interest high: Mona Singh as a

dogged public-spirited doctor who

has an inkling of just how terrible the

coming pandemic can be, Ashutosh

gowariker, as the unctuous Lg of

these stunningly beautiful islands,

makes you want to see more of him

as an actor, Sukant goel as a local

taxi-driver who loves his land even

as he betrays it, Amey Wagh as a

cocky cop whose only desire is to

look out for himself, Vikas Singh as

a stranded tourist who learns the

Darwinian rule of the survival of the

fittest in a most cruel manner,

Chinmay Mandlekar as the doctor

who is a stickler for protocol,

Radhika Mehrotra as the newbie

researcher who has vital knowledge,

Virendra Saxena as an eccentric old

man who holds a crucial key, Arushi

Sharma as a nurse who circles back to

a lost love. there are a few other char-

acters who make us watch as well.

the attempt at going back and

forth in time - the point where the

Japanese had arrived on the island

just when the World War 2 was about

to end, stumbling upon an ancient

secret known only to the original

inhabitants- falters at times, but I

liked that the portrayal of the tribal

community is done with empathy

and respect. that added layer gives

the series a sense of timelessness,

where the past and present is pre-

sented as a continuum, where life

and death is as circular as the prison

which once held key figures of

India's freedom struggle.

'Kaala Paani' is marred by its

contrived parts, where characters are

made to jump to conclusions just

because the plot finds it expedient.

they jar even more in a series which

has taken so much care to keep

things believable. one of the most

jarring ones in which an up-until-

then-uncertain character switches

from a 'hypothesis' - a word we hear

several times - to complete 

conviction about how a cure can be

found, which leads to a great deal of

blather about the morality of 

sacrificing a few lives to save 

multitudes. the greedy corporate boss-

es have, in their employ, a large body-

guard, who cheerfully goes about

thumping people on their heads, a very

Bollywood touch. A couple of quirks-

in-characters, meant to be humorous,

outstay their welcome.

But those are not deal-breakers in

this handsomely-produced series,

which is fashioned as a cautionary

tale. It may be set in the future, but it

is just near enough to remind us

about the years in which humankind

was nearly destroyed by a virus, and

a warning to not repeat our mistakes.
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n independent India we have never seen this
type of extreme vendetta and shameless
harassment against journalists and journal-
ism. In an early morning operation 400 offi-
cers of Delhi Police knocked at the doors of
46 media professionals linked with online
news portal NewsClick. they searched the
houses and seized mobile phones, comput-
ers/laptops and hard disks without any assur-
ance of the data's safety in the name of
national security and took a total 37 males to
police stations for long hours of questioning
and 9 females have been questioned at their
places of stay. the NewsClick Editor-in-
Chief and founder Prabir Purkayastha and
the Human Resource head Amit Chakravarty
were arrested under the provisions of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).  

News Click, which is under investigation
in a "terror case with Chinese links" now,
has also faced an FIR filed by the Economic
offences Wing of Delhi Police in 2020 for
alleged violation of FDI norms and other
laws. the Enforcement Directorate (ED) and
the Income tax Department also conducted
searches in 2021 in the office and residence
of Prabir and others with seizures of elec-
tronic equipment. In these cases the Delhi
High Court in 2021 directed the ED not to
take any coercive action against NewsClick.

the Special Cell of Delhi Police regis-
tered an FIR under sections 13, 16, 17, 18
and 22 of UAPA and Sections 153A and
120B of IPC for promoting religious enmity
between groups and criminal conspiracy
after the New York times published a report
titled "A global Web of Chinese Propaganda
Leads to a US tech Mogul", claiming that
NewsClick received money from US busi-
nessman Neville Roy Singham to spread
Chinese propaganda. the police have not
shown any article or content on the website
suggesting any link to any Chinese propa-
ganda or terror. the FIR claims "Inputs also
revealed that Purkayastha, Singham and
some Chinese-origin employees of Singham
have exchanged mails which expose their
intent to show Kashmir and Arunachal
Pradesh as not part of India". It also alleges
that "Purkayastha conspired with a group

namely People's Alliance for Democracy and
Secularism to sabotage the electoral process
during the 2019 general Election". FIR also
alleged that the funds routing "from China in
circuitous and camouflaged manner" for
"paid news" that "intentionally peddled crit-
icising domestic policies, development proj-
ects of India and promoting policies and pro-
grammes of Chinese government". the FIR
also accused that NewsClick "actively prop-
agated false narratives to discredit the efforts
of Indian government to contain CoVID-19
pandemic". "Moreover, they have acted
against the national interest by promoting a
misleading and false narrative about the
domestic pharmaceutical industry and the
policies and development initiatives of the
democratically elected Indian government in
cohorts with the anti-national forces". 

NewClick denied all these charges and
said it does not publish any news or infor-
mation at the behest of any Chinese entity or
authority, directly or indirectly. they do not
propagate Chinese propaganda on the web-
site, the news portal said. the website also
said that the charges "apart from being ex
facie untenable and bogus, have been made
time and again by three government agen-
cies None led to any charge sheets in over
three years. they say the latest FIR has been
registered only to circumvent the protection
given by court and carry out illegal arrests
under the draconian UAPA. 

We, as Journalists, are not above the law
but when law is used on us because of our
professional work as per the liking of the
governments then it is an attempt to chill the
press by threat of reprisal. With their widely
defined terms the application of national
security and UAPA is always misused to
help governments to control the thought
process with a clear chilling message to all
media fraternity to toe the line of govern-
ments as goDI MEDIA or face lengthy
criminal procedures and jail. We, as 
journalists, must remember that we are the
fourth pillar of democracy and we should be
ready for sacrifices to uphold the freedom of
media to be the voice of the voiceless and
safeguard the constitutional democracy.            

I
Extreme Vendetta  

the last PaGe

By

S N SiNHA

The writer is a 
senior journalist

based in Delhi and 
former President,

Indian Journalists
Union
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